Two-layer gradient separation of granulocytes for functional tests.
Two gradient separation techniques were compared with the dextran sedimentation method for the separation of granulocytes from blood. Both techniques gave adequate yield and excellent purity, and flow cytometric analysis of surface membrane markers gave no indication of subset selection during the procedure. Cells separated by the three methods behaved comparably in functional tests including random migration, chemotaxis and chemiluminescence. The gradient separation techniques are rapid and efficient methods for the preparation of near 100% pure granulocyte suspensions for functional studies.